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Head of Research and Innovation Branch
& the Horizon 2020 Unit

Welsh European Funding Office 

Geraint Green

EU funds supporting
R&I in Wales



BREXIT

Courtesy of Banksy/BBC News - Gyda diolch i Banksy/BBC News

• EU funds ‘open for business’, with 
successful applications made whilst 
the UK is part of the EU protected by 
the UK Government’s lifetime  
expenditure guarantee.

• Firm assurances from the European 
Commission that Welsh organisations 
will not be discriminated against.

• Going forward, protecting access to 
European research funding is a key 
priority.

• In or out of the EU, Wales must 
continue to co-operate and do R&I 
with organisations across Europe.



HORIZON 2020 UNIT
A central contact point for all Welsh organisations.

KEY OBJECTIVES

 Build a ‘stairway to excellence’

 Increase the engagement and success of 
businesses

 Develop a Horizon 2020 culture and community 
in Wales

 Maximise the impact of existing and emerging 
support

 Support and develop our experts & evaluators



BUILD A STAIRWAY TO EXCELLENCE



Industry 4.0

Welsh Government’s SMARTInnovation – consultancy support for 
Industry 4.0

Recognising Industry 4.0 and it’s importance to manufacturing in 
Wales, health checks available via SMARTInnovation will in future 
offer consultancy support for companies to embark on the I4.0 
journey. 

This support is expected to be available next year.



SCoRE CYMRU

Travel:
Support for the costs of meeting potential or existing partners and 
attending key events. The amount of funding will vary:

• Maximum of £1,000 per trip;

─ For SMEs up to 100% of costs, Higher Education up to 
50% (or 75% if travelling with a Welsh SME), other 
organisations (e.g. public sector, large enterprises) up to 
50% in certain circumstances.

Proposal development:
support for the costs of relevant sub-contracted expertise, e.g. bid 
writing, specific legal/technical advice or impact/market research. 
The amount of funding will vary:

• Generally up to £5,000 and 50% of the costs;

• Up to £10,000 and 75% of costs available in some cases, e.g. 
first application, bid co-ordinators.

SCoRE Cymru backed IMSPEX’s application for 
Horizon 2020 funds which went on to secure 

€1.5m to lead a European project to 
revolutionise the way respiratory illnesses are 

diagnosed.

Grants to support Welsh-based organisations with: SCoRE Cymru Support for travel:  The Industrial 
Technologies 2016 – Creating a smart Europe 

event in Amsterdam. 



International collabs.


secured Participations

over over

Worth doing?



Pascal Lamy
Chair of the High Level Group on maximising impact of EU Research and Innovation 

Programmes

Whatever Brexit modalities are agreed between the UK and the EU by 2019, full 
and continued engagement with the UK within the post-2020 EU R&I 
programme remains an obvious win-win for the UK and the EU…

Doubling the overall budget of the post-2020 EU research and 
innovation programme is the best investment the EU can make.“

“

… the UK would also like to explore forging a more ambitious and 
close partnership with the EU than any yet agreed between the EU 
and a non-EU country 

Collaboration on science and innovation: a future partnership paper
6 September 2017

“

And the future?



Thank you

Find out more:

Email: horizon2020@gov.wales

Call: 0845 010 3355

Visit: 
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/horizon2020
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A - Simple sensors 

(typically 2 wire)
Hardware

B - PLC or Control 

System
Hardware / Software

C - SCADA
Software / Firmware

D - Enterprise 

Systems
Software

E - CLOUD Services
Software / 

Infrastructure

A - SMART SENSORS
Software / Firmware / 

Hardware

E - CLOUD Services
Software / 

Infrastructure

Typical Skill Level of 

Maintenance Staff required 

and Location
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(1) Traditional Manufacturing Hierarchy to 

Deploy Systems Technology

(2) Forecasted Skill 

Requirements for Future 

Technology Deployment
Technology levels and Type

High Level Consultant
Office or External

Senior Graduate Engineer
Office based

Engineer
Office worker

Skilled worker on
Shop floor / office 

Semi-Skilled worker
Shop floor

Senior Graduate 

Engineer / Consultant 

needed for connecting 

shop floor to cloud.
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Potential Software Issues

Potential Hardware Issues

Potential Software Issues

Potential Hardware Issues

X - Middleware?
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